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Mr Chairman,I want to thankyou for inviting meto testify todayon thepotentialrelationship
betweenGulfWar Illnessesandtheanthraxvaccinations.I sharethegratitudeofmanyveterans
andmilitary personnelacrossthisnationfor yourdeterminedinsistencethatourmenandwomen
in uniformbeprovidedthebestin forceprotection.

I wantto makeit clearto this committeethatwhenI beganthis investigationin 1 997, I did so in
responseto theconcernsofveteransandtheirfamilieswho hadheardthat antibodiesto squalene
hadbeendiscoveredin theblood ofsomesickGulfWar-eraveterans.My office wasassuredby
othercongressionalstaffthattherewasnothingto the allegations.It seemedprudentto meto
haveGAO takealook attheissue,andput it to rest. However,afteran investigationthatwas
greatlydelayedby a stunninglackofcooperation,we find ourselveswith only more questions,
andfewanswers.Wemustgetto thetruth.

Indeed,wehavean obligationto pursuethetruth,whereverit may leadus. To do lesswouldbe
to actdishonorablytowardthededicatedmenandwomenwho standbetweenusanda still
dangerousworld.

Forthat reason,I haveissuedareportculminatingathreeyearinvestigationinto the conductof
theDOD (DepartmentofDefense)with regardto thepossibility that squalene,a substancein
vaccineadjuvant formulations not approvedby theFDA, was usedin inoculations givento
Gulf War era servicepersonnel Accordingto theGAO (GeneralAccountingOffice), scientists
haveexpressedsafetyconcernsregardingtheuseofnoveladjuvantformulationsin vaccines,
includingsqualene.

Thereportrevealsthatthe FDA has found trace amounts of squalenein theanthrax vaccine.
The amounts recorded could “boost immune response,”accordingto immunologyprofessor
Dr. DorothyLewisofBaylorUniversity. Mr. Chairman, I was shockedto learnthisweekthat a
FDA spokespersonhaddismissedtheirownfindingsby declaringthat thelevelsfoundare
inconsequential,that theyarenaturallyoccurring,andthat onewould expectto find theselevelsin
anybiological vaccine.We’vebeentold for threeyearsthereis no squalenein theanthraxvaccine,
thensuddenlywearetold, “Oh yes,its there,but its no big deal-- its everywhere.” Thequestions
mustbe asked: Havethey indeedtestedall vaccinesfor thepresenceofsqualene?If so, at what
levelshassqualenebeendetected? DoesthatmeantheFDA wouldexpectto find squalenein
childhoodvaccines? If detected,could thelevelsharmathreemonthold?”
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Foryearswehavebeentold by theDepartmentofDefense,astheFDA satby in silent complicity,
thattheyhadtestedfor thepresenceofsqualeneandthattheanthraxvaccinewasfoundto
containfl~Qsqualene.Indeedtheyhavestatedrepeatedly,“theFDA verifiedthat noneofthe
vaccinesusedduring theGulfWar containedsqualeneasan adjuvant“ However,on thefirst page
of the lettersentto meby theFDA, theycorrectedtheDOD remarkby clarifying that, “neither
the licensedvaccinesknownto beusedin theGulfWar,northeoneinvestigationalproduct
knownto havebeenused,containedsqualeneasanadjuvantin theformulationson file with
FDA.” Thosearetwo very different statementsofthefacts.

Therefore,I amcalling onyou, Mr Chairman,to mitiate animmediateGAO investigationthat
mustaskonevital question:How did squalenegetinto theanthraxvaccinetestedby theFDA?
Scientistswhohavereviewedmy staff’s findings,agreethat this questionmustbeanswered.

My reportstatesthatan aggressiveinvestigationmustbeundertakento determinethesourceof
the squalene,andthepotentialhealthconsequencesto thosewhohavebeenvaccinated,both
during andaftertheGulfWar. It againcallsfor animmediatehalt to thecurrentAnthrax
VaccinationImmunizationProgramuntil this issueandtheotherproblemssoclearlydefinedby
this conmiitteehavebeenresolved.

My reportalso documentsatlength DOD“stonewalling”attemptsto resolvethesqualeneissue,
which led GAO investigators to documenttheir concernsquestioning “a pattern of
deception“ TheGAO statedtheDOD demedconductingextensivesqualenetestingbeforethe
GulfWar, thenadmittedit afterbeingconfrontedwith thepublic record.TheGAO revealedthat
someDODofficials deliberatingdeploymentoftheanthraxvaccineexpresseda “willingnessto
jump out anduseeverything,”in discussingexpenmentalvaccinescontainingadjuvantsnot
approvedby theFDA.

GAO alsofound that PeterCollis, DOD official who headedvaccineefforts, refused to
cooperatewith them. The reportstatesthattheDODhasrefusedto actin goodfaithuponthe
GAO recommendationto replicatethefindingsofa testdevelopedby renownedvirologistDr

Robert GarryofTulaneUniversity, althoughDOD admittedtheycouldeasilydo so. Theworkof
theTulaneresearchershasbeenpeer-reviewedin a scientificpublicationofhigh standing.

Finally, my reportstatesthat “Congressshouldtakeimmediateactionto reviewthefindingsof the
GAO andtheArmed ServicesEpidemiologicalBoard, andprovideindependentoversightfor the
immediateimplementationoftheirrecommendations.”The board recently called on the DOD
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to engagein closecooperationwith the Tulane researchers,mirroring the GAO
recommendationsfrom March of 1999. How tragicthat wehavelostnearlytwoyearsbecause
theDOD insistedon havingtheiradjuvantexpert,who lied to theGAO abouthis role during the
GulfWar,try to re-inventthewheelinsteadofcooperatingwith theTulaneresearchersas
directed. Theyhaverepeatedlyexpressedtheirwillingnessto helpfind answersforthosewho are
sufferingfrom GulfWarIllnesses. I askthis committeeto insuretherecommendationsare
implementedby thosewhowill guardthe integrityoftheprocessandgetto thetruth.

Mr. Chairman,I wantto onceagaincommendyou for yourcourageandleadership.As I am
aboutto leavetheCongress,I askyou andthe committeeto staythe courseuntil thetruthis
determinedandjusticeis done.Veterans,activeservicemembersandtheirfamiliesdeployed
aroundtheworld arecountingon you. Thankyou somuch.
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